VAL RICHMAN

With 200 mentors matched to deserving students in Petaluma'’s

thriving Mentor Me Program and another 75 youths on a waiting list,

the unstoppable enthusiasm and motivational genius of the non-profit

program’s executive director Val Richman has propelled this organization

info one of the most successful privately fundecrservices in the south

county.

Soys%ichmcn: “| knew from the very beginning that Mentor Me

needed to grow and that it would grow. | know firsthand how many
oung people need someone other than a family member to talk to and

Eefriend — everyone can benefit from a mentor but some of us really are

desperate for that consistent caring connection.

“I had an epiphany one rainy night with a group of mentors that showed

me beyond the shadow of a dou%i that mentors benefit from mentoring as

much as the kids do, and that Mentor Me Petaluma was an organization

full of miraculous, visionary, forward-thinking people working to better

the world one child at a time.”

As for her credentials in the category of one who undeniably exudes

the quintessential Petaluma spirit, Richman considers herself fortunate

to have been at first a stay-at-home mom and head of PTA. As a tireless

and inspirational volunteer during her daughters’ schooling, prolific

performing arts and Girl Scouting experiences, Richman remains a
roponent of the Petaluma spirit of nurturing first in the home.

ﬁlow, in her continual recruitment of leagues of new mentors, she often

speaks of the elementary school boy who had spent every day of every

year with his sweatshirt hood over his face, never participating in class.

“His mentor kept hearing him sing and suggested he try out for the after-

school performing arts cﬁlub,” says Richman. “The first year he was in a

large singing group, the next year he fried a duet, the next year a solo

and he ran for and won a seat on student government. Lives are being

changed for the better. Encouragement ang positive attention, a listening

ear and a non-judgmental friendqworks wonders.”
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